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OBITUARY. 
Don Francisco Coello de Portugal y Quesada. 

It is with deep regret that we receive from the Geographical 
Society of Madrid the intelligence of the death, on the 30th of Sep- 
tember last, of the eminent geographer, who was the founder of 
the Society and for so many years its honoured president. 

Col. Coello belonged to the Corps of Military Engineers. He 
was an associate of the Royal Academy of History and a member 
of the Council for the Colonies. 

An accomplished scholar and unwearied student, he was devoted 
to historical and scientific geography, to which he made many 
valuable contributions, only less known than his monumental Atlas 
of Spain. 

The Revue de GJographie, for November, says of him : 

He was born at Jaen in 1822, and was graduated with the highest honours as a 
military engineer in 1839. In 1844 he was detached on special service in Algeria, 
with the rank of Captain of Engineers, and he spent a year with the French expedi- 
tionary columns. In 1858, having been appointed on the Statistical Commission, he 
was charged with the direction of the district Cadastral Survey. He attained the 
grade of Colonel in 1865 and became the director of the Government geographical, 
geodetic and geological surveys ; but he resigned his post the next year on account 
of difficulties which had arisen with the Prime Minister, Narvaez, and retired from 
the army. 

His work as a geographer is of the first order. 

Col. Coello was elected a corresponding member of the Amer- 
ican Geographical Society in the year 1894. 
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